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ast month, we talked about a loss of credibility in the democratisation process in the three countries EurAC is concerned with, which in each country has had an immediate, negative impact on security. 


Burundi, after its curtailed elections, faces the real risk of the country relapsing into violence and a single party system. In Rwanda, power has weakened, less due to its traditional adversaries than key figures belonging to the ‘inner circle’. The Rwandan army, for so long Kagame’s backbone, has become his Achille’s heel. The Congo is preparing for elections which will be as well-monitored as possible, but the lack of progress in the formation of a truly unified and disciplined republican army and in the neutralisation of armed groups continues to terrorise the population and destabilise the Third Republic. Someone in the middle of the action said to me, off the record: “In a few months we have gone from a post-conflict climate to one of pre-conflict.” Unfortunately, we note that the European Union (EU) has not brought its weight to bear on events. In 2006, it was the most important partner in the electoral process. It played a pioneering role in army unification and, together with its member States, was the most important partner in development cooperation. Since then, its position has significantly diminished. Nine months after the implementation of the Lisbon Treaty, the European machinery is having great difficulty getting the music going. The new and old institutions still have to assume their Terms of Reference and capitalise on their complementarity. The cohabitation between Mr Van Rumpuy, Mr Barroso, Baroness Ashton and the rotating presidency still needs work. The presidency is currently held by Belgium, a country with a government of current affairs. Similarly, the Netherlands, which is very active in Central Africa, has had great difficulty putting into place a new political constellation after the elections that took place in June, and seems to be moving towards a government for which cooperation and Africa do not seem a priority at all. England, a strong presence in the region, is experiencing a change in regime, while France has given priority in 2010 to reconciling its dispute with Rwanda. Europe risks losing its impact, its visibility and its cohesion in Central Africa. I hope that my worries are exaggerated when I see already the outline of disinvestment and a reinforcement of bilateralism at the expense of multilateralism. Europe has taken a long time before confirming whether the role of EU special representative for the Great Lakes should be maintained, and there are still many uncertainties around its connections with other institutions in the new European configuration. We bid farewell, with respect and friendship, to Roeland van de Geer, who is leaving this role to represent the EU in South Africa. We hope that his successor will be strong, creative and inspiring. But we know that even a refined diplomat who is close to the ground, like Roeland, to the extent that he is not carried by a common vision and strategy of the member States, only represents himself. We ask that this vision and strategy takes shape, so that Europe can support the complex and delicate processes that will bring the region out of crisis. 
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permanent delegation of Rwanda in Geneva and its delegates. All have attempted to ridicule the authors of the report, calling them � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13279.doc" ��‘liars, cheats�, incompetent, irresponsible and in summary accomplices to the Hutu perpetrators of the genocide’. The Rwandan president, Paul Kagame, even threatened to withdraw his 3,550 soldiers from the African Union/United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID), before changing his mind following the unofficial journey made to Kigali by Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations. Through Burundi’s spokesperson Philippe Nzobonariba, � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13295.doc" ��Burundi’s� government has insistently asked the UN Secretary-General to be removed from the list of implicated countries. The government denies ‘the presumed implication’ of the ex-Burundi Armed Forces (FAB) and the ex-Forces for the Defence of Democracy (FDD, ex-rebellion) in several serious human rights violations in the DRC. It has criticsed these allegations by stating that they ‘have no foundation insofar as neither the ex-FAB nor the ex-FDD have ever been in collusion with any of the forces present on DRC soil.’ For its part, Uganda has firmly rejected the report and threatened to withdraw its troops deployed in UNAMID. The � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13276.doc" ��DRC�, through its Justice Minister, Luzolo Bambi, has asked the UN to ensure justice for the victims of these violations and has proposed the creation of special courts to judge the perpertrators of these crimes. At the same time, it has criticised the report’s authors for not having taken into consideration governmental sources which report massacres in Makobola, Kasika, Mwenga and Kisangani that have not been included in the Mapping Report. It also criticises the fact that the report does not mention that thousands of Rwandan Hutu refugees arrived in the DRC in 1994 at the request and with the protection of the international community. At the time of writing, we do not yet know the reactions of the other countries. (dr) 





Towards an ECCAS-CEMAC merger





In a meeting held in Yaounde (Cameroon) on 7 October 2010, Ministers from the member countries of the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) and the Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC) � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13290.doc" ��laid the foundations� for reflection on the possible merger of the two economic communities. The objective would be to create a harmonised, strong and balanced economic area in Central Africa and to streamline the regional economic communities. (dr)





 Signature of ore certification project 





On 1 October 2010, in Nairobi, the 11 member countries of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) signed an ore � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101012_13296.doc" ��certification plan� that should help the fight against the illegal trade in natural resources, especially in the Congo. The process plans ‘six tools’  including: identification of mines monitored exclusively by civilians; checking all stages in the chain, from extraction to the various points of sale; creation of a database that could help to identify inconsistencies between the quantities bought and sold by a single counter. Considering that illegal mining in the DRC is monitored by armed groups (especially the FDLR) and by certain officers of the Congolese army, notably members of the old CNDP rebellion, this process could help in the fight against illegal mining. According to Shawn Blore, instigator of this process, ‘certification provides a framework which allows exporters who wish to do so to prove that they are within a legal system.’  Mr Blore added that, ‘this new tool will contribute to drying up the trafficking of illegal ores, if it is accompanied by continued pressure from Western consumers on e-sector enterprises obliging them to justify the origin of their ores and pushing them to buy ‘certified’ ores’. (dr)





Finance agreement between the EU and the CEJPL 





On 30 September 2010, a finance agreement was signed between the European Union (EU) and the Economic Community of the Great Lakes Countries (CEJPL), for the allocation of €45million for development of infrastructures on the borders of Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The agreement’s aim is to assist the economic integration of the three countries and a large portion of the funds will be used to finance hydraulic energy projects on the border between Rwanda and the DRC. (dr)





Reactions of the region’s States to the Mapping Report





Even before the official publication of the � HYPERLINK "http://www.peacewomen.org/assets/file/Resources/UN/transjustlawrefhr_hrandintllawviolationsdrc93-03_unhchr_june2010.pdf" ��United Nations report� on the most severe human rights violations committed in the DRC between 1993 and 2003, reactions have already been expressed.  Whilst certain sources reported a common reaction by the eight States challenged in the report (including Rwanda, the DRC, Burundi, Angola, Zimbabwe, Chad and Uganda), each country has in fact made the case for its own defence. The loudest protests have come from � HYPERLINK "http://www.gov.rw/IMG/pdf/DRC_Report_Comments_Rwanda.pdf" ��Rwanda�, from the President of the Republic to the Foreign Affairs Minister, through the 

















identification of FARDC troops. These two missions are managed within the framework of the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP). (kb)





Ban on mining in the Kivu





The chronic instability problems in the two Kivus pushed the President of the Republic to announce, on 10 September 201, the suspension of ore mining in the Walikale area. On 11 September, this measure was extended to the entire old Kivu territory (Nord-Kivu, Sud-Kivu and Maniema). Consequently, all mining in progress, detention counter authorisations and artisanal ore use were suspended. Later, on 21 September, the Congolese Minister for Mines, Martin Kabwelulu, indicated that it was only artisanal use that was concerned. According to traders in the region, this situation is worrying, as it risks causing a considerable loss of earnings for both the public treasury and the economy of these provinces. In fact, one secondary consequence of this decision is an end to a large portion of air traffic in the region. Whilst previously the populations of landlocked territories were supplied with basic products thanks to air traffic, fostered by mining transactions, since then they are living deprived of these products.


Furthermore, according to Radio Okapi (29/09/10), ore continues to be mined in Walikale’s large quarries by some FARDC soldiers based on site, in violation of the head of state’s decision. Some local administrative officials have confirmed that some gold-buying counters are still functioning clandestinely in the large centre of Mubi. (kb)








Claims made by former CNDP officers 





On 23 September, an � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13244.doc" ��open letter� was sent to President Kabila by officers recently integrated into the FARDC who were part of the National Congress for the Defence of the People (CNDP). The signatories deplore the absence of appropriate management of the FDLR’s tracking operations, the lack of basic logistics and the large-scale diversions of funds allocated to the troops engaged in these operations. But above all, they oppose any permutation in other DRC provinces. As far as the Nord-Kivu provincial authorities are concerned, those involved must comply with the measure announced by the Head of State during his last visit to Goma, as it is sure to contribute to a return to security in the region. (kb) 





The National Assembly has held its parliamentary session, dedicated not only to the budget but also to army and police reform, judiciary  reform and electoral law. For the first time since his resignation in 2009, Vital Kamerhe, honorary president of the lower parliamentary chamber, � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101007_13211.doc" ��retook his seat� in the hall of Congress of the People’s Palace when parliament returned on 15 September 2010. When asked if he was going to stand at the 2011 elections as a candidate for the legislative or presidential elections, the Honorable Kamerhe paraphrased François Mitterrand by responding : ‘Let’s let time take its course’.  Elsewhere, in an interview for the newspaper ‘Notre Afrique’, Etienne Tshisekedi � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13269.doc" ��broke his silence� to confirm the participation of his l’Union pour la Démocratie et le Progrès Social (UDPS) party in the 2011 elections, as well as his own candidature for the country’s presidency. In the meantime, according to generally well-informed sources, President Joseph Kabila wishes to alter the Constitution regarding presidential elections so that they only require one round and so that the candidate can be elected by simple majority. 


For his part, the president of the Independent Electoral Commission (CEI), Abbot Apollinaire Malu Malu, has  made public the � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101012_13297.doc" ��budget� for the 2011-2013 electoral cycle. It amounts to 715,450 million dollars, shared between the government in Kinshasa – with 366,896 million dollars  -and ‘‘international partners’’ – with 265,952 million dollars. Furthermore, the UN Mission to the DRC (MONUSCO) is ready to spend 80 million dollars in logistical support for the elections. At a press conference in Brussels in September 2010, Abbot Malu Malu stated that negotiations on the financing of these elections, which will take place between 27 November 2011 and 8 August 2013, were coming to an end.  They will consist of several phases, encompassing the presidential, legislative, provincial, senatorial, local, municipal and urban elections. These will be the first elections since those held in 2006-2007. (kb)





European Security and Defence Policy





On 23 September 2010, the European mission to support police reform in the DRC (EUPOL) � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101012_13298.doc" ��was extended� until 30 September 2011. EUPOL wants to contribute to the reform and restructuring of the national DRC police (PNC), as well as to the improvement of the interaction between the police and the criminal justice system. 50 European experts from EUPOL train the Congolese police in policing and criminal justice techniques which are modern and conform to the rule of law. Since 2009, their mandate has also covered the fight against sexual violence, a particularly serious issue in the DRC. Another European mission, European Union Security (EUSEC), whose mandate has been extended from 21 September 2010 to 30 September 2012, is contributing to strengthening the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Congo (FARDC) through the implementation of several essential projects, such as that checking the ‘payment chain’ of the salaries of the Congolese military and the biometric 
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In an � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13234.doc" ��interview� on 24 September 2010, Neela Ghoshal, a Human Rights Watch researcher, said that since its landslide victory in the last elections, the ruling party ‘wants to follow the example of Rwanda and increasingly close itself up against criticism and where cristicism comes from’. Although it ‘spoke of democracy at the point of its accession to power, in 2005 (…), today, it gives the impression of thinking that opposition has no right to exist’. Effectively, the CNDD-FDD is increasing harassment of opposition parties through searches of the homes of certain political leaders, imprisonment of their members, bans on holding press conferences, torture and even assassinations. The bodies of 4 opposition activists were found amongst 14 corpses discovered in recent weeks at the mouth of a river on the outskirts of Bujumbura. This climate of violence and terror greatly concerns � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101008_13221.doc" ��human rights defenders�, Belgium and even the United Nations. But the government is not heeding pressure, wherever it comes from. This is why, on 28 September, the  examination of the human rights situation in Burundi that should have been presented to the UN Human Rights Council Independent Expert was postponed. (jn)





Deterioration of the economic landscape





According to reports from Syfia Grands Lacs (on 16 and 30 September 2010) and the l’Observatoire de la lutte contre la corruption et les malversations économiques (OLUCOME), corruption and salarial disparities are demotivating civil servants, resulting in a slowdown in services and severe difficulties for state-run and parastatal entreprises. Corruption even affects sectors such as teaching, which still seemed relatively untouched. Certain CNDD-FDD members are not even too ashamed to declare that they are in power to serve themselves and not to serve. They have been heard to say : ‘We have not fought for nothing’. The poor quality of service is even affecting Bujumbura airport, which for some months has experienced several electricity cuts, presenting a great danger to planes landing at night. Furthermore, the general insecurity in a number of provinces, with its death toll, is negatively affecting the economic sector. Increasingly, traders are abandoning their businesses and farmers are abandoning their fields due to fears of being killed. (jn)





 Birth of a new rebellion?





The wave of killings across the country, as well as the continuing defections from the army, imply to some observers that a new rebellion is being born. It is true that the army denies it and claims it is simply the work of  bandits. But these defections, which follow the exile of political leaders, may suggest the formation of a politico-military movement. (jn)





 








Kayumba Nyamwasa, former Chief of Staff and former ambassador to India; Colonel Patrick Karegeya, former external intelligence chief; Dr Theogene Rudasingwa, former FPR Secretary-General, former ambassador to the USA and chief of President Kagame’s cabinet; and Gerald Gahima, former Attorney General and Vice-President of the Supreme Court, have just published a document entitled � HYPERLINK "http://www.musabyimana.be/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/2009/Rwanda_Briefing_August2010.pdf" ��Rwanda Briefing�. In it, they accuse Kagame of having carried out ‘systematic harassment of Hutu leaders who were part of the transition government that pushed the majority of them into exile. The most unfortunate were assassinated and some have been marginalised and banished.’ They also accuse Paul Kagame of having ‘recruited ficticious and compromised leaders who were previously part of the transition’. They also accuse him of having destroyed the political parties through coercion and compromise. The document’s signatories take apart all the myths surrounding Kagame’s aura that present him as ‘a strategic thinker and exemplary visionary leader; an incorruptible, austere man of absolute integrity ; a reformer and a unifying leader.’ According to them, President Kagame is an absolute, corrupt ruler, who has also ‘created systematic, omnipresent and deeply profound corruption throughout the Rwandan State’. President Kagame is ‘also responsible for financial embezzlement and theft of public resources on a grand scale’. Contrary to the false perception of him held by naive foreigners, President Kagame has amassed a fortune which confounds the imagination for someone at the head of a country like Rwanda. This fortune is drawn both from the public treasury and from FPR entreprises. The FPR is the largest business entreprise in Rwanda and the largest commercial entreprise in East and Central Africa. (jn)





Gerald Gahima testifies against Kagame in Spain





According to Spanish information sources, on 22 September 2010, Gerald Gahima made a � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13245.doc" ��long statement� before the Spanish National Audience (Parliament), in which he accused President Paul Kagame of being directly or indirectly involved in war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide in the DRC. He stated that entreprises owned by Paul Kagame or his associates are responsible for the pillaging of natural resources in the DRC. Kagame also carries significant responsibility for the assassinations of Spanish workers and missionaries. Whilst in Brussels, Gerald Gahima declared that ‘Kagame has no respect for � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13260.doc" ��human life’�, thus confirming what was written by the four signatories of the Rwanda Briefing document: that  Kagame is ‘a destabilising factor for Rwanda and the Great Lakes region’. (jn)








How to combat the LRA ?





At the beginning of October 2010, Oxfam International published a document entitled � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101007_13202.pdf" ��‘No more fear�: regional action to protect civilians in zones affected by the LRA’. Oxfam’s analysis stems from three realities: the LRA constitutes a regional problem and hence requires a concerted regional and international response; the problem is urgent and is not decreasing,  not to immediately dedicate to it the necessary efforts and resources will only defer to tomorrow the management of an even larger human catastrophe; finally, current efforts are insufficient to protect civilians and could even involuntarily put them in greater danger. According to Oxfam, protection of civilians cannot be left to chance, nor to local communities themselves. Furthermore, peace-keeping missions must review their strategies for responding to the LRA threat, establishing efficient coordination between themselves regarding civilian protection and allocate more resources to zones where the civilian population is most exposed. Oxfam also insists on concerted action on the non-military aspect in order to promote and strengthen disarmament, including the renewal of the African Union (AU) or UN Special Envoy role to the zones affected by the LRA. Non-military action must also include the implementation of a mechanism for strengthening monitoring and knowledge levels regarding the LRA, such as a Panel of Experts. 


At the same time, the American organisation Resolve published a � HYPERLINK "http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/RESOLVE_FromPromisetoPeace_ABlueprintforPresidentObamasLRAStrategy.pdf" ��document� called ‘New Resolve Report provides  blueprint for President Obama’s LRA strategy. From promise to peace’. According to this organisation, since Obama signed the LRA Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act on 24 May 2010, Resolve’s African team has been developing a coherent strategy to influence this process, advocating investment as part of a multilateral approach to prevent new atrocities against the population and for the demobilisation and reintegration of LRA members. Resolve also lobbys for renewed efforts to arrest Joseph Kony and his officers.


On another note, religious leaders of the regions affected by LRA violence met in Yambio/Soudan between 8 to10 September 2010, to try to find a sustainable and definitive solution to the problem of the LRA. In their � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101007_13204.pdf" ��final declaration�, they deplore the fact that ‘the international community is to date incapable of developing a concrete plan to resolve the problem the LRA poses as a regional threat.’ According to these leaders, in the four affected countries (Uganda, Sudan, DRC and the Central African Republic) ‘attempts at a solution to the problem of the LRA attack the crisis in a haphazard and insignificant way. The LRA is perceived as relevant and as the responsibility of all and not of one individual, and its perennity is the result of the absence of an overall, coordinated strategy to resolve this problem’. They ‘judge it important and imperative to intensify awareness of the problem of the LRA and this, at all levels, takes into
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account the insufficient interest of national governments  and the international community’. The religious leaders are convinced that ‘the best viable solution to the LRA crisis is peaceful negotiation’. (kb)





Peace against justice?





The Group for Research and Information on Peace and Security (GRIP) has published a book called ‘Peace against justice? How can a State be built with war criminals?’ The author, Pierre Hazan, attempts to answer two questions: ‘Is justice an obstacle to or a condition of peace?’ and ‘Is justice indispensable to the reconstruction of society and re-establishing sustainable peace?’  The responses to these questions clarify the issues and analyse the effects of amnesty, punishment and forgiveness policies. The author does not base his arguments on a precise model, but on a variety of historical situations that, each within several parameters, developed a specific approach between the quest for justice and that of peace. What is decisive in this study is the quality of the enquiry tribunals and commissions and their capacity for autonomy in relation to States on which they clearly remain dependent. (kb) 





DRC: RECIC memorandum on the CENI





On 20 September 2010, the Réseau d’Education Civique au Congo (RECIC) published a � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13246.doc" ��memorandum� on the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI). RECIC decided that the organisation of the 2006 elections, which were preceded by the constitutional referendum in 2005, were marked by ‘a biased perception of the issues on the part of the political class as well as by the population, due to the absence of an electoral culture  and the weak ownership of the process by the population’. These factors affected the credibility of these elections. In fact, ‘the near absence of effective responses to the population’s real, fundamental problems, and the lack of attainment of electoral commitments, is sapping the people’s confidence in those in  their institutions and, increasingly, is leading to a rupture between elected representatives and their electors’. The organic law which provides for the organisation and operations of the CENI, proclaimed in this context, ‘consacrates the primacy of political forces in the designation of CENI members, called to play the principal role in the organisation of free, democratic and transparent elections in 2011, by excluding the Nation’s forces of influence, pledged to neutrality and independence, and carrying the aspirations of the People’. The RECIC has issued a number of recommendations for ensuring peaceful and transparent elections. (jn)








 











Nations and all national and international judicial institutions with the aim of prosecuting  the perpetrators of serious violations of human rights and  international humanitarian law committed in the DRC between 1993 


and 2003’. In a � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13254.doc" ��statement� released on 1 October 2010, Global Witness ‘welcomes the confirmation, in a landmark UN report published today, of strong links between the activities of brutal armed groups and the trade in minerals and timber in the DRC’. The NGO ‘is calling for all individuals known to have committed serious abuses linked to the competition over natural resources to be included in any future justice process’. For the organisation,‘this report is a stark reminder of the heinous crimes that have plagued Congo for nearly two decades and that are still taking place today. It robustly demonstrates the need to sever the link between the mineral trade and violence, and for individuals and companies to be held to account’. In a document entitled ‘DR Congo: Questions and answers on the United Nations mapping report on human rights’, Human Rights Watch (HRW) � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13265.doc" ��recognised the importance� of this report, as a ‘powerful reminder of the scale of the crimes committed in Congo and of the shocking absence of justice’. It adds that the period covered by the mapping project is ‘probably one of the most tragic chapters in the DRC’s recent history’. HRW suggested that those ten years were ‘marked by a series of major political crises, wars and numerous ethnic and regional conflicts that caused the deaths of hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of people (…). Finally, Amnesty International (AI)  � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20101011_13291.doc" ��has demanded� an enquiry into all the crimes covered by the report. It said: ‘The cycle of violence and abuses will only stop if those responsible for crimes under international law are held to accoun.’ (jn)





Contact Group Meeting





On the occasion of the meeting of the Contact Group, that meets twice a year to discuss political, diplomatic and security issues, EurAc has been invited, along with other international NGOs, to a working session with the NGOs actives in the region. It was the opportunity to share with representatives from France, Belgium, The Netherlands, Great Britain, United States, European Union and UN, their worries and positions on issues related to LRA, Security Sector Reform (SSR), UN Mapping Report, illegal exploitation, elections in DRC and in Burundi. The aim was to present clear recommendations on the role the international community should play in the region, and the concerns linked to the security situation in the region, that were shared by the majority of the representatives present at the meeting. (dr)











Synérgie and EurAc advocacy in the USA





At the invitation of Pax Christi International, Justine Masika Bihamba, founder of the Goma-based NGO Synérgie des femmes pour les victimes de violence sexuelle (Women’s campaign for the victims of sexual violence) and Donatella Rostagno, EurAC Policy Officer, visited the USA on an advocacy tour that included New York and Washington. The occasion was the tenth anniversary of UN Resolution 1325, which affirms equality between men and women in efforts to maintain and promote peace and security, by demanding that women are fully involved in such efforts. The visit to Washington was organised by Pax Christi’s USA office, which had worked extremely hard to organise several meetings with American political decision-makers in Congress, the Department of State and the White House. Meetings with other international and American NGOs enabled the exchange of information on advocacy actions to be pursued. Two public conferences at Georgetown University and Washington’s Catholic University allowed Justine and Donatella to speak about political developments in the east of the DRC and in the Great Lakes region to a large audience, made up of students, academics, journalists and members of other NGOs. In New York, after two public conferences organised by Pax Christi, Donatella was also able to meet the office of the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for sexual violence in conflict, the European Union delegation and the Great Lakes Division of the United Nations peace-keeping bureau. In each meeting, Synergie and EurAC were able to highlight the importance for the international community of working on the causes of violence and on conflict resolution in the DRC. EurAC thanks Justine Masika Bihamba for her excellent cooperation and above all Pax Christi International for its invitation and support throughout the mission. (dr) 





NGO reactions to the UN Mapping Report





Here we provide a summary of the reactions of 82 Congolese NGOs, Global Witness, Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International. 


On 23 September 2010, 82 Congolese NGOs issued a � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurac-network.org/web/uploads/documents/20100908_13119.doc" ��statement� in which they ‘urge President Joseph Kabila not to align himself with the alleged perpetrators of serious violations of international humanitarian law committed in the DRC between 1993 and 2003’. The NGOs called on DRC authorities to ‘consider the HCHR Mapping Project as an undisputable basis from which to ask the international community to establish an international judicial mechanism like  the International Criminal Tribunal on Rwanda (TPIR), in order to prosecute the alleged perpetrators of these atrocities and restore the victims’ rights’. They urge President Joseph Kabila ‘to do everything possible so that the DRC cannot sign any declaration attempting to challenge the content and conclusions of the HCHR report’. The Congolese NGOs state that they ‘will take all necessary steps to fully cooperate with the United
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